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STATEWIDE BOOK DRIVE SEEKS TO ADDRESS LITERACY ISSUES 

IN WEST VIRGINIA
[LOCATION] – Studies show that some states project prison budgets based on the literacy rate of second graders in that state. 


 Few barriers are more likely to derail a life than the inability to read. In an effort to curb the growth this threatening statistic, Operation READ, a pre-conference service project of the Faces of Leadership conference, encourages organizations and individuals to find books, build libraries and celebrate reading through a variety of activities leading up to this year’s conference. 


Faces of Leadership is the state’s annual conference on volunteerism, national service and service-learning. This year’s conference will be July 14 – 16 at the Charleston Civic Center. 


Activities could include: organizing a book drive for the local community; working with local schools, community groups and families to create book wish lists; organizing volunteers to sort books at the Faces of Leadership conference; purchasing books to donate at the conference; sharing successes and passion for reading with fellow conference attendees; and taking books from the conference home to distribute locally.  


Books collected will be sorted and redistributed to the local community or to statewide communities in need. 


Participating individuals and organizations are asked to donate children’s books, reference books and young adult books. Operation READ discourages donations of Reader’s Digest condensed books, pre-1999 encyclopedias, textbooks, damaged or molded books, and magazines.   


Individuals and organizations interested in participating should visit www.wvdreamers.org or contact Nell Fleming at nfleming@stepbystepwv.org for more information. 
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